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Dear Fellow Mini'stérs: :

“Greetings: agam from: Headquarters' We had'a very fine
district conference in: Blg Sandy last week, and I’ certamly engoyed
v1s:,t1ng the. campus. again and seeing everyone back there:. From
the: reports I have received, the: district conferences which have
been-held so far in the other areas: have been just-as profltable and
encouragmg to the men'asg the one we had 1n B1g Sandy '

I understand that both Mr, Herbert Armstrong and Mr “Ted
Armstrong were in Jerusalem this past Sabbath, Mr. Ted Armstrong
left for India Saturday night, acc0mpan1ed by Mr. Dart,” Mr IVIcCullough,
Mr, Chrlstopherson and Mr. Jensen. 'Mr. Herbert Armstrong left
N for Bricket Wood Sunday mornlng and plans ‘to return to Pasadena
, early next Week o . A B R

n the way:of church'news; we are starting a total of five
new churches this month: A new church in Gilroy, .California began
this past:Sabbath., Mr.: Al Portune will be pastoring thig new church
along with the church in San Jose which he'is preSently pastorlng

: . This coming Sabbath a new church will begin in Orlando,
Florlda It will be linkedup with the church in Lakeland and pastored
by -Mr. James-Kunz. - And also begmnlng this coming: Sabbath will ‘be
a new ‘church which- Wll]. meet in our Administration’ Bulldlng at the new
feast:site in Lake of the Ozarks. Thig new church will be 11nked up
with Columbla as part of a two church c1rcu1t under Mr Don Smlth

. And, on August 16, @ riew church in Mllwaukee, W1sconsm
- will begin as a: result of the growth in that area. ‘This ‘means that "
Mr. Baird will now have A, M, and P.'M. serviees theré in Mllwaukee
The othér church to begin this mionth;" “Ada,’ Oklahorna, Will begm on
August 23 and will be. pastored by Mr. Dale Hampton along Wlth the-
' church 1n Oklahoma Clty



This brings the total number of churches in the United States
to 167 and the total number of churches around the world to 215, By .
the end of this month, we will have begun 17 new churches here in the
United States so far this year, and 5 new. churches outside the United
States for a total of 22 new churches around the world. Thig growth
is certainly encouragmg, and we can be very thankful for it as we con-
tinue to ask God to add new members to His Church -- along with the
manpower to 'feed' them and help them grow spiritually! -

- As all of you know, the Visiting Program Training Class has
helped tremendously in training and equipping local men to.visit and.

encourage the members, thus freeing the full-time ministers -- espe—_ o

cially the local pastors -- to handle the problem vigits and prospective
member visits. Since we are just now making preparation for the ,
beglmnng of the second year of the class, the comments of some of
our leading ministers regarding the effectiveness of the class might be
of mterest to all of you. ‘ :

_ _ , Mr Dav1d Antlon - ”We have had many comments from )
husbands and thelr wives in the V. P.T.C. as to how much they appre—
ciated belng prodded and how it hag helped their family life -- gettmg
them away from the T.V. and on to study more and family activities, "

Mr. Dean Blackwell -- ."T was heartsick at the thought that
we would not have the V., P, T. C ‘next year because it has done the men
as well as those who taught it immeasureable good. I learned so very,
very much in it and it was. like having notes from some of the classes .
mailed out to us.

- Mr, R'aymond Cole -~ ""The follovvmg are some of the ways in
which I feel the men were. greatly benefited: 1) It gave them a gemi-

' formal settmg for study. The pressure to accomplish what most are™
incapable of doing in thelr own native circumstances., 2) Gave them
the needed direction in their own Bible Study: Out of a wilderness of
ideas and thoughts -- confusion of study habits and subjects to be
studied, .the men were given a real sense.of direction. = They could
zero in on the study at hand. 3) Gave them the ability to organize .
their minds: Instead of superf1c1a11y covering a subject they could
evaluate 1t from ail angles --. develop thought processes and order of
priority. ' : : : -

Mr. John Hammer -- "Every man has a much more sound

- knowledge of the scripture and its practical application. If these men
could take this information no further than their own families and lives,
it would be well worth the effort., This will be a great help in forming

k/"
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a stronger nucleus for our congregations. It will give every pastor

o-...more qualified.assistants:in. each area and, no doubt, many will eventually
.-qualify to. be used in God's Ministry, - Also, it has brought. intoifocus the

weaknesses in each man and his lack of: quallflcatlons in: guldlng other
lives, and given them definite goals to strive for in their own personal

“,...;.overcoming in the. hope of someday bemg able to. help millions of others

11

” -in God's K1ngdom. S e

Mr Leslle McCullough ---F “As a Whole, the class helped them

spemfmally 1) To. develop an attltude of service. .2} -To. greatly improve -
i personal Bible study and prayer hablts .:3)...To better organize their.

. finances and give more-to the Work.: The class :also. made: them realzze
.- their weaknesses dn Blble knowledge and helpedrto correct that to-some
. ;-degree. There should be contmued growth in that respect as:a. result of

the class."

~ Mr. Bill McDowell -- "I feel this class has been one.of the

,.greatest boons and blessmgs to the local churches At last-we have. .

had sornethmg tanglble, concrete, and coordinated by I-Ieadqua.‘r'ters1 "

U M. Kenneth Swisher --"_”The V P T C ‘has been tremendouS'

'_,'__The rnen have been greatly beneflted not only in a. better knowledge of
“God's Word, but a much better understandmg of how to 11ve a true Chrlst-

like life 24 ‘hours a day. Not only is this true for the students, but is
algso for the instructor. I have very much appreCJ.ated the opportunity

_:to 1nstruct the V.P. T, C Iam sure the men feel thls has been the most

aluable, helpful and 1nSp1r1ng tralnlng they have ever had in; thelr Izves.

Mr. ‘Keith: Thomas' -l "'It is a8 if a new dlmensmn has been added

46 the local- ‘Church area.. ‘The average ‘Charl:.e church goer‘ can more

closely ‘relate himself to the wide scope of God's Work. ‘There'is a new

“eagernessto participate. The class itself has been a great help 6 the
“Tocal mlmsters ‘also. "It has. helped to standardize their answers on some
‘details. K 'has helped to standardize the explanatlon of some ‘of the ‘diffi-

cult scriptures. It has been a good prod on the local’ mlnlster to stay
ahead of his class. I strongly feel that this is another way that Jesus
Chrlst is blndlng Hisg Church together. The class has beéna thrilling:

' stlmulus to get all of the fleld rnore dlrectly orlented to Headquarters.

IS Mr. Kenneth Westby i ”I feel that th1s class has been one of

o thie greatest blessings God has given His Church!. The mien have:changed

greatly and arén't the same! They now have-a good degree of cenfidence

: .bas_e'd ‘on solid Bible knowledge. - They can now organize’ and-give effective
“germonettes, . Their minds have been forced out of mothballs and made

to concentrate, study and write. The class has given the pastor an.oppor-
tunity to get to know the men personally and this has built a special rapport
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and sense of 10ya1ty, ‘as was the case when Mr. Armstrong was personally

- ‘teaching the leading men in the Work. You don't need to guess at the men

-~ you come to really know them "

Those - are'certainly fine comments and others of you had similar
ones -- which we appreciated very much -~ showing just how profitable
this class has been. We also appreciated the constructive suggestions
many of you had for 1mprov1ng the class this coming year. We are imple-
menting several of them -~ including extending the time limit of the lecture
period and adding a section for discussion and questions. Also, although

- the-men's wives won't be sble'to attend every meeting, we will plan to have
_them in more often this: coming year. TFven though we will naturally have

. fewer men in the class this year, we are-expecting it to be frultful, pro-
ductive and successful in every way. :

“With the Feast approaching, Mr. Portune inentioned to me
recently that- the second tithe and "tithe of the tithe' budgets are getting
tight right riow. Even though this was’ particularly stressed in the
Festival Brochure, many of our brethren apparently have not responded
and sent in their ' tlthe of the tithe " whlch is used to pay the e expenses of
conductlng the Feast at the various sites. Please exhort and’ encourage
'those Who have been negllgent in this to respond rlght away' - N

Also, please encourage those who are ‘able to do so to send in

at least part of their excess second tlthe in advance, Some of the brethren

' ‘may not have excess second tithe to send in, ‘and we certainly understand

this, but many do. . God has blessed us with six major sites in the United

States and. Canada now, . Whlch means that most of our brethren no longer

. have to travel the long distances that were often necessary in the past.

In addltlon, God has abundantly blessed many so that their second tithe is
more than ample for an enjoyable Feast. .These are the, -.ones, God expects

: ;;f-- and: commands ==t0 remember the widow, fatherless and T.evite by

sharing their excess second. tithe.

It WOll].d help us. a great deal 1f those Who can Would caloulate

‘ thelr Feast expenses in. advance and, after holdmg back a reasona’ole

amount as an emergency reserve which can be turned in after the Feast,
send. in at least part of their excess second tithe now.. Otherwise, many

deserving widows will - not be able to attend the Feast this fall. I certainly

| ~hope that none of the brethren whe have excess second tithe will spend

it carelessly and selfishly but that, inst instead, -they will have the added .
.blessing and enjoyment of knowmg they were able {o help someone else
= engoy the. Feast - . _ . o




T should mentl.onmtnn that.all-of you. qhould send in your -
Second M1tlons right away. - All of you know by now where
ycﬁmm“ﬁ"b“““"’t‘ten"d‘m“g“the”]?eas't so you should be able to calculate your
expenses now. Please remind your asgsistants to send. in their requisi-
tions, ralso. . In order to give us time to- go-over these and gend out: the
checks before Trumpets, We'll set: August 22 as the deadllne AT

S I have a few baby announcements thch I can g1ve you befor’e
I close.  Mr. and Mrs: David Bedford's. daughter, Maryann Clare, o
_ arrlved on July 2. She We1ghed 10. pounds . e

L Mr and Mrs Wayne Shlﬂet announced the blrth of thelr
' daughter, E11zabeth Ann, Welghmg 8 pounds, 11 ounces, on July: 7

And after 19 years, Mr. and Mrs Al Carrozzo have been
blessed with ‘a baby glrl1 ‘Paula-Jean, who weighed 6 pounds 10 ounces,
CATWaS: bornonJuly 23 et L E R ML

Another couple who. have been Waltlng for a girl,: IVIr and Mrs
Fred Kellers, also have one now. 1 don't know her name, but she came
on July 24. :

The last one I have is that of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Williams,
Mrs. Williams' mother, Mrs Untiedt, called yesterday to let me know
that the baby finally came -~ after 56 hours of labor! We had been
concerned because of the 1ength of the labor, but everything turned out
fine -- a boy, weighing 8 pounds, 9 ounces. They named him Joseph
Bryan,

Congratulations to all of you on these new ar_rivalls.!

_ Well, that winds up another letter. I'll be able to give you
news of Mr. Armstrong's and Mr, Ted Armstrong's trips in my next
letter. Encourage the brethren to keep praying for the Work. The
income situation grows more serious week by week as it remains low,
We'll be keeping all of you informed about any change in this.

Your brother 1n Christ,
Roderlck C. Meredlth

P.S. Mr. Lowell Blackwell sent in the information g1ven below about
a man who should not be allowed to attend Church. You do not have to



read this to the congregation, but those of you in the northern midwest
should let your ushers at the door know about this man. o

. "Vardon '‘Woody' Holter was-disfellowshipped in Fargo, North
Dakota. July 8, 1968, . for lethargy and rebellion. He wouldn't get a job
(bummed off parents for years), wouldn't quit smoking, shave, -clean
up, pay attention in services -- or do anything he was told to do.
Probably never converted, as he 'doubted the need for literal physical
baptism' at the time he was baptized in April 1963, Since being dis-
fellowshipped, he has moved around to different areas in the northern
midwest popping in and out of services as he pleases, until found out.
'"Woody' may well be demon influenced or. possessed, -and will sponge
- off anyone who will offér it. He has a high school education and is ho .
dummy. He is about 5' 10" tall, 190-200 pounds, pot-bellied, missing
one front tooth, hair short and stands up like a rooster's tail, usually
‘unshaven and chewing gum. He is a bachelor about 32-35 years old.

He has relatives near Kalamazoo, Michigan and has attended in Michigan,
Chicago, Minneapolis, and probably others. He shouldn't be allowed
around God's people until he repents and changes. " :




